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Whatôs Happening? 

 

This semester there are a number of events 
happening at Griffith University.  As QIBT 
students , you are welcome  and encouraged  to 

attend any of these events.  To find out more , 
pick up a free óWhatôs Onô guide from the level 

5 official notice board table.    

In the guide you will find market days at both 
Nathan and Mt Gravatt campuses , as well as 

many other events to help  you get the most 
out of the university experience. T ake some 
time away  from your  study and go to  the 

games day or participate in  the  Music M adness 
talent show.   

 

Talent Show  
This semester the re will be a Talent Show 

organise d by students who study Introduction 
to Management. Students who enrol in 

BUS108 will be in charge of the production of 
a Talen t Show as a group project where they 
can practise their management skills.   

Students in this class will apply for  various 
positions that mirror the operations  of an 

organi sation. Talent Scouts , for example , will 
organize and run auditions . We  always have a  
lot of fun attracting the talent from within the 

QIBT student population, so if you would like 
to get in early with an act, please start 

thinking about it now.   It is most likely that 
the Talent Show will be held in week 8 or 9 of 
Semester 3 (to be decide d by the BUS108 

classes).   Usually a maximum of 12 -  13 acts 
are all that can be fitted in.   So if you would 

like to register now to present a 3 -  4 minute 
act in the show, please send an email to 
mely@portal .qibt.qld.edu.au  with your name, 

type of act, and phone contact.   You will be 
contacted by a Talent Scout in week 4 or 5 of 

the new semester.   The type of acts we are 
looking for are -  singers, musicians, bands, 

dancers, mime, jugglers -  or you tell us!   
Tickets for the show will be on sale the week 
before the performance, and by then the 

Marketing Team should have plenty of posters 
up all over the QI BT building!   See you there!    

Melanie Lynch  -  BUS108 Course Co -ordinator  
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Past QIBT Student  
 
Past  QIBT Student , Mai Umeda  from Japan, is 
now enjoying life at Griffith University. ñIt is 

great to be at Griffith because it feels like I 
have finally achieved my goal o f going to 

universityò. In fact Mai has stars in her eyes. 
ñI feel like I am living in my own movie -  when 
am I going to wake up?ò She said that, 

although she is happy, it is also a little more 
difficult. ñThere is a lot of group work and it is 

sometimes difficult to participate because of 
the language differences.ò Overall she said 
that some times she  feel s ómore shyô because 

there is a larger proportion of Aussie students. 
There also seems to be more focus on the 

individual and less class time. Mai was a 
successful student at QIBT and she is making 
the most of her time at Griffith. She has 

remained in contact with the staff at QIBT and 
sometimes guides new students around the 

campus.  
 

QIBT  End of Semester 

BBQ  2009_02  
 
On Thursday 1 October, QIBT held the first 

end of semester BBQ where we celebrated the 
achievements of current and graduating 

students. It was an enormous success , with 
over two hundred QIBT students attending.  
Participates enjoyed free food and drink all 

served by the SLC representatives and other 
volunteer students. Nilakshi, a current Griffith 

student, spoke about her experie nces and 
shared advice about progressing to university. 
Her speech has been included as part of this 

newsletter.  An award presentation was held 
and over 40  students received certificates.   

Teachers prese nted these unique and 
personalis ed awards and often  spoke of the 

students individually.  Notably , Nisha Hettige 
Don Jayatilleke from Sri Lanka was presented 
with the award for óContribution to QIBT 

Communityô by the college principle Heather 

Tinsley.  Thank you to everyone who  helped 
make this occasion so successful.    

 

 

 

Nilakshi Speech   

The f irst thing I would like to remind students 
is that we spend  our 1st year in QIBT, so in 

Griffith  we are spending our 2nd and 3rd year. 
As you would expect the  2nd and 3rd  courses 
are  a little bit more advanced than 1st year. 

So lecturers expect us to have better 
knowledge and act like second year students 

who already understand university academic 
level requirements.   
 

I believe that  university is suitable for 
independent student s. What I mean here is in 

QIBT we had  small classrooms and small 
groups  of student s and also QIBT staff are 

always on the 5th floor for us. As an 
international student this helped us to adjust 
to the Australian academic system.  But i n 

Griffith University  we cannot expect this same 
helpful si tuation anymore because there are 

thousands of students and hundreds of 
cours es. Therefore,  we need  be switched on 
and have a good  plan before we enter into 

Griffith.  
 

 In the university we may require academic 
assistance . Griffith h as academic advisers an d 
a lot of helpful services for students. You can 

get good information about these services at 
orientation ; so do not miss it. Orientation 

explains lot of things for commencing students  



 

www.qibt.qld.edu.au  
 

Student Newsletter  
Semester 2009 _03  

and help s with navigation of the Griffith 
website and portal.   

 
When you have free time, go to the Griffith  

website and become familiar with it, as it will 
help you to reduce your  work during the 

semester, a nd it also has lots of academic 
resources.  
 

Because of large classes we might be less 
motivated than studying in QIBT .  In QIBT 

there are more friendly and helpful teachers, 
this might help us to overcome academic 
difficulties. However in GU the classes are 

large and also the re lationship between 
student and l ecturer is  a little different from 

QIBT. So I suppose that stu dents may not be 
willing to ask for help from lecture rs when 
they have difficulty with studies.  

 
There are some things that we can do to 

overcome these difficulties. Firstly expect it to 
be more advanced . Make your mind up now  
about what results you want . I f you feel you 

are having problems with  academic skills  or 
English then do not delay in asking for help . I 

also advise that you a sk questions, and go to 
consultations more than at QIBT. If this  is also 
not helpful then go to a private tutorial.  

 
Most im portant ly  do not just target a pass or 

credit. Target a distinction or high distinction; 
it  will help keep  motivation and  therefore  you 
will get good results.  

 
Follow the text book because lecture notes are 

only in point form , and concepts are only  
briefl y explain ed in that lecture. Be aware that 
Griffith may not provide as much help  as 

QIBT. When you form a group, find students 
who have the same or similar academic 

targets.  Before you enroll in the courses read 
the course outline as it will help you to 

understand about the courses. At Griffith, 
lecturers do not print course outlines for 
students and just br iefly explain about 

assessment .  So we have to find the course 
outlines from the web and be familiar with 

those assessments. Also, before you go to 
Gri ffith , make a program plan for each 

semester, because some courses  are not 
offered every semester  (Use your study plan 

from the Program Information session) . 
Do not forget to make friends especially from 

different countries. T his is good opportunity to 
get  to know  new cultures and their values. 
Moreover, it  will help you  to improve your 

English communication skills . Plus, if you are 
not communicating  with other students it 

would be difficult to k now where you stand 
academically among them.   
 

These are just  a f ew important things, I think 
will help you when you commence your study 

at Griffith University . I wish you all the best 
and hope to see you all there.   Thank you!  
 

Peer Assisted Learning  
 
The Peer Assisted Learning  program uses 

QIBT students (PALs) who achieved D or HD 
grades in one or more of their courses to 

provide you with assistance in your studies .  
PALs are available from weeks 6 to 13.  
 

A list of PALs, their contact details and the 
courses they can hel p you with  is available 

from:  
Support > L earning & Welfare Support 
> Learning Support > Peer Assisted 

Learning (PAL)  
 

What you need to do:  
1.  Select a PAL from the list  

2.  Send them an email asking for help  

3.  Indicate the days and times you are 

available  
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Interesting facts  

We call Austr alians from Queensland "banana 

benders", and people from Western Australia 

"sandgropers".  

Tasmania has the cleanest air in the world.  

The Australian Alps, or Snowy Mountains as 

they are also known, receive more snow than 

Switzerland.  

Win tickets to 

Imag inarium of Doctor 
Parnassus  

 

In the present day, immortal 1000 -year -old 
Doctor Parnassus (Plummer) leads a traveling 

theater troupe that offers audience members a 
chance to go beyond reality through a magical 

mirror in his possessio n. Members of the 
troupe include a sleight of hand expert, Anton; 

and a dwarf, Percy. Parnassus had been able 
to guide the imagination of others throug h a 
deal with the Devil (Waits). The Devil comes 

to collect as arranged by  targeting the doctor's 
daughte r. The troupe, who is joined by a 

mysterious  outsider named Tony (Ledger), 
embark through parallel worlds to rescue the 
girl... In Cinemas: October 29  
 
TO WIN:  Email Christopher  and tell him in 
under 50 words who your favourite QIBT 
teacher/lecturer is and why, the top 5 entries 

will win doubles passes to The Imaginarium 
of Dr Parnassus  in cinemas from October 29 . 

QIBT on You Tube  
A massive thanks to all the students who 

participated in the July video sho ot for QIBT 
promotional videos. We got some great 
footage and some  excellent testimonial 

material. W e really appreciate the time 
everyone gave up to help us out, especially 

the guys who organised the football and 
cricket matches (check out your video here ).  
The videos are now edited and online, you can 

check them out on facebook  or watch them on 
QIBTôs You Tube channel 

www.youtube.com/QIBTam . Thanks again 
everyone!  

Take a guess  
What do the following words refer to?  
W oofits  

 
Pick one from the following:  
1. Noun ï An unwell feeling, especially a 

headache  [woo - fits]  
2. Noun  ï the name of the sound a sick dog 

makes when it is barking [woof - its]   
3. Noun ï A garment that is flexible enough to 
cater to a very large range of sizes  

[woo - fits]   

mailto:chris.rayner@qibt.qld.edu.au
http://www.youtube.com/QIBTam#p/u/7/Y7i40xqwPpA
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=29412310264
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/crayner/Desktop/Newsletter/Start-sem%20200903/www.youtube.com/QIBTam
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Interesting facts  

A group of  kangaroos is called a mob.  
 
Mel Blanc (the voice of Bugs Bunny) was 

allergic to carrots.  

You are more likely to be killed by a 
champagne cork than by a poisonous spider.  

Scientists say the higher your IQ t he more you 

dream.  

The original name for the butt erfly was 
"flutterby."  

 

 

Academic word list  
 

Build your academic vocabulary by using 
this website. Learn the words , then do the 
exercises. Link  

National Day  
 
When: week 11  

Where: M_14     

Who: Y ou and fellow country men/women  
How: please see Chris Hannigan on level 5 
to register!    

 
National Day is a celebration of the many 

different cultures that we have at QIBT. 
QIBT's first National Day was held in Semester 

1, 2008 , and was a great success.  
  
National Day  attempts to educate all of us 

about  the unique countries and cultures that 
are  here at QIBT.  

 
 
It's about experiencing the interesting 
multicultural mix of approximately 50 

nationalities  and i t is a chance to show off 
your culture and those things that make it 

different from others.  
 

 
 
Some suggestions for National Day include , 

but are not limited to:  

 

-  dress in  national dress/costume   

-  bring in country flags/colours and national 

symbols   
-  pla y musical instruments   
-  perform a national dance   

-  sing your national anthem   
-  form a group and set up a 'country' stall 

displaying items of cultural significance 
explaining national identity  

 

http://www.academicvocabularyexercises.com/

